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Introduction. 

 Today we begin the season of Advent which will culminate in our celebration 

of Christmas and the birth of Christ.  If you have a three-year-old in your house, 

you know just how magical this time of the year can be.  On the screens you’ll see 

a photograph of two of my granddaughters which was taken about 10 days ago 

over the Thanksgiving holiday when we were in Atlanta together.  On the left is 

Millie, and on the right is Campbell.  They were born a month apart, and they’re 

both three-years old.  As you can see, these cousins LOVE dressing up as 

princesses. 

 On the day after Thanksgiving we were driving around the neighborhood where 

my brother lives, and we noticed that many people had already begun to put up 

their Christmas lights.  Campbell was riding in the backseat of the car, and 

whenever she saw lights out her window she exclaimed, “Ooooooooh, look at the 

Christmas lights!  They are soooooo pretty!”  Then she would add, “I love 

Christmas lights, Pops.”  And I would say, “I love them too, Campbell.” 

 Light.  It’s one of the most dominant symbols of this time of the year, and it 

shows up not only in our Christmas decorations but also in our carols.  O Come, 

All Ye Faithful, Angels from the Realms of Glory, The First Noel, O Little Town of 

Bethlehem – they all speak of Jesus as the Light of God come into the world.  

Where did this emphasis on Jesus as the Light of God come from, and why is light 

such an important idea when we think of the Incarnation of Christ? 

 

* 

 The thread of light is woven into the biblical tapestry from the very beginning.  

As we’ve read together in Genesis 1 this morning, God’s first act in creating the 

world was to summon light to break forth from the swirling void of unformed 

earth.  God spoke and He said, “Let there be light!” and it happened.  Just a word, 

and it came to be.  And the Bible says God separated the light from the darkness. 

 In the beginning there was no dawn to end the night, no sun to warm the day.  

There was no moonlight reflected in the swirling water, and no silhouettes against 

the sky.  In fact there was no sky, no horizon, just a never ending darkness.  But 

God said, “Let there be light!” and all that changed.   
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 Have you ever wondered what the first light was like?  Was it a soft gradual 

illumination of the darkness, or was it a shaft of brilliant glory that splashed across 

the universe?  And how was it even possible since the sun, moon, and stars weren’t 

brought into existence until the fourth day of creation?   

 Last week I read that scientists tell us that there is light in the universe apart 

from stars like the sun, such as phosphorescence, or the light from radiation and 

lasers, or the aurora borealis, for example.  The Bible also tells us that physical 

light is associated with the very presence of God, so much so that in heaven there 

will be no need for a sun, moon, or stars, because the light of God’s glory will 

illuminate everything (Rev. 21:23).   

 Perhaps on the first day of creation God lifted the veil that had hidden Him 

from earth, and in some way the glory of His presence was revealed in a 

spectacular way.  Genesis 1 tells us that “God saw that the light was good, and He 

separated the light from darkness. God called the light ‘day,’ and the darkness He 

called ‘night’” (Gen. 1:4-5).   

 There are 400 billion stars in the Milky Way Galaxy,1 and our Sun is 150 

trillion miles from the center of that galaxy.  In addition, our galaxy is just one of a 

cluster of 30 galaxies that we know of, and the closest one to ours is called the 

Large Magellanic Cloud.  And it’s 978 trillion miles away!2  Astronomers estimate 

that there are more than 2 trillion galaxies, and each galaxy has more than 100 

billon stars.  And each of those hundreds of billions of stars was personally hung in 

space by the Creator who not only numbered each of them but knows them by 

name (Ps. 147:4).  The Bible says, “In the beginning God created the heavens…”  

I can’t conceive of any activity bigger than that. 

 What big thing are you facing today?  Is it a big decision about which college to 

attend?  Maybe it’s a big commitment like buying a new house or becoming a new 

parent?  Is it a big problem like a broken relationship or a recent diagnosis of an 

illness?  Perhaps it’s a big responsibility like caring for aging parents or raising 

teenagers?  The very first verse in the Bible says that God is active in the big things 

of life and in big ways, so let Him be active in the big thing in your life today.   

 

* 

 In the beginning God illuminated the world.  While the light which God created 

was indeed literal, there is also a wonderful analogy in this passage for us to 

consider, because light in the spiritual sense represents the truth, clarity, and 

spiritual understanding we can receive from the revelation of God.  The psalmist 

writes, “The unfolding of your words gives light; it gives understanding to the 

simple” (Ps. 119:130).   

 Where do you need illumination today?  Where do you need the lights to be 

turned on, so to speak?  Are you discouraged about the direction of your life?  Do 
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you feel like you’re in the dark, and you don’t know which way to turn?  The Bible 

can give us light, and the answers we find there can help us see where we’re 

supposed to go in the darkness.  The psalmist wrote, “Your Word is a lamp unto 

my feet and a light on my path” (Ps. 119:105).  

 I wonder if Saul of Tarsus ever wrestled with where his life was headed.  He 

filled up his life with organized religion in order to try to find God and please Him, 

and by his own account he excelled in every way.  “Circumcised on the eighth day, 

of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of the Hebrews, in 

regard to the law, a Pharisee; as for zeal, persecuting the church; as for legalistic 

righteousness, faultless” (Phil. 3:5-6).   

 However, later on he came to realize that he was actually lost in the darkness of 

his ignorance.  He thought he was serving God, but in reality he was separated 

from Him.  And the Bible tells us that it was while he was on the road to 

Damascus, going there to arrest Christians in order to throw them into prison, he 

was confronted with the revelation of God’s glory in the Person of Jesus Christ.  

Suddenly, a bright light blazed from heaven, brighter than the sun, and he was 

knocked down to the ground.  The light blinded him, and he had to be led by the 

hand the rest of the journey to the city of Damascus.   

 However, the physical blindness he experienced brought illumination to his 

soul, and it enabled him to see spiritual truth for the first time.  Later on he would 

said, “For God, who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,’ made His light shine in 

our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 

Christ” (2 Cor. 4:6).  The life of Saul was forever changed through his personal 

encounter with Jesus Christ.  His name was changed to Paul, and he went from 

being a persecutor of the church to a preacher of the Gospel.  He left a life that was 

shrouded in eternal darkness to pursue a life filled with the light of God’s grace.   

 

* 

 Have you ever been in darkness for a long period of time so much so that you 

lost your sense of bearing and you became very uncomfortable?  When I was a kid 

growing up my family went to Carlsbad Caverns in New Mexico one summer 

while we were out west on vacation.  During part of the tour they turned out the 

lights completely when we were deep down in the heart of the cavern, and it was 

completely dark.  You couldn’t see your hand in front of your face.  Then they left 

the lights off for about 30 seconds longer than most of us would have preferred.  

After a while I started to feel a bit unsettled and even a little frightened.  Yet I 

trusted that someone would eventually turn the lights back on.  Finally they did, 

and I was so relieved.  It’s difficult when darkness just hangs around you like that.   

 There is a great deal of darkness in our world today, and I’m not just talking 

about the lengthening of the nights when now it gets dark before you even head 
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home from work or school.  I’m talking about the moral and spiritual darkness of 

the world.  Every day it seems another menacing cloud spreads its dark shadow 

over the world.  Powerful people have confessed to terrible acts of sexual 

harassment.  Online pornography use is at an all-time high.  Mass shootings are no 

longer a rare occurrence, and they happen in once-sacred places like churches and 

historically safe spaces like schools. The weapons of terrorists are no longer just 

homemade bombs but also cars and trucks with which they run down pedestrians 

in broad daylight on busy city thoroughfares. 

 The Bible is clear that moral and spiritual darkness has always been present in a 

world that rejects God and refuses to acknowledge Him as Lord. Describing this 

situation, the apostle Paul said, “They became futile in their thinking, and their 

foolish hearts were darkened” (Rm. 1:21).  And the apostle John got it right when 

he wrote, “And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and the 

people loved the darkness rather than the light because their works were evil. For 

everyone who does evil hates the light and does not come to the light” (John 3:19-

20). 

 In spite of all the darkness, the Light of God will shine, just like it did at 

creation, and just like it did that first Christmas when Jesus was born.  That’s what 

we celebrate during this holy time of the year.  It reminds us that no matter how 

dark the world may appear at the present time, the Light of God will eventually 

come.  And we need to prepare for His appearing.  That’s the message of Advent.   

 Light travels fast – nearly 186,000 million miles an second!  And it travels far.  

It never stays where it starts.  It doesn’t retreat from darkness, and it just keeps 

shining wherever it goes.  That’s true for Jesus, too.  He’s the Light of the world.  

He shines wherever He goes.  

 Without Christ there would be no light in the world.  Only darkness. And those 

of us who know Jesus as Lord and Savior can affirm with the apostle Paul, “He 

has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of 

his beloved Son” (Col. 1:13).  Paul put it another way when he described the 

Lord’s call on his life.  God said, “I am sending you to open their eyes, so that they 

may turn from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God” (Acts 26:17-

18). However great and wide the spread of darkness over the world may be, it can 

never extinguish the True Light of Christ. “The light shines in the darkness, and 

the darkness has not overcome it” (Jn. 1:5). 

 

* 

 Dr. Helen Roseveare was a medical missionary in the Democratic Republic of 

Congo in the middle part of the last century.  She spoke at the Urbana missions 

conference in the late 1970s, and she is one of my heroes.  Dr. Roseveare’s 

message was a call for everyone there to make a radical commitment to say “yes” 
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to Jesus with their whole lives, and she invited people to consider going overseas 

to serve Christ.  When she told her story, it became clear that she had earned the 

right to ask people to make a big sacrifice. You see, Helen suffered a great deal 

during the course of her missionary career.  She was kidnapped, raped and brutally 

beaten by the people she was trying to reach and those she sought to serve.  But in 

spite of the darkness she encountered again and again, she believed she was called 

to shine the Light of Christ in all the dark places.  And so she did. 

 Here is how Dr. Roseveare described why she did it.  “I believe we are to spend 

our days and hours, our love and our work, our presence and our hopes punching 

holes in the darkness rather than hunkering down and trying to protect ourselves 

from the darkness that seems all around us.  Where there is Light, we are to 

celebrate.  Where there is darkness, we are to raise our fist and punch a hole in it – 

as hard as we can, and as often as we can.  Evidently, that is how the Light of the 

world sneaks in.”3 

 God said, “Let there be light!” and it happened.  It can still happen today 

whenever we let the light of Christ shine in us and we punch a hole in the darkness, 

just as Helen did with her life.  When God says, “Let there be light!” respond by 

saying, “Lord, I want to reflect Your light in the world.  Help me be a vessel of 

Your Light in the darkness.”  Amen. 

1 Carl Sagan, Parade magazine, September 19, 1995, 4. 
2 John Fix, Astronomy: Journey to the Cosmic Frontier (Rosewood, California: William C. Brown Publishers, 1995), 
570 and Appendix A, 12. 
3 Helen Roseveare, quoted by Robert Benson in Punching Holes in the Dark (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2016) 144.   

                                                           


